
move upstairs. I remained in the cellar, and I 

wasn’t allowed to shower unless I paid extra.

A couple of months later, I came home 

from work and the others were waiting for me – 

they accused me of stealing New Kids memora-

bilia and had tossed my belongings into the 

snow. I wasn’t the thief in the house, but it 

didn’t matter. Th ey wanted me out. I had 

nowhere to go, and payday was two days off . I 

sat down in front of a store and counted my 

change. I couldn’t remember the last time I’d 

eaten. I had no coat, no gloves or hat; the soles 

of my shoes were worn through. Th en a van 

pulled up beside me. It belonged to a shelter. 

Th e driver asked me to come with him, and I 

did. I spent two nights there, then went to 

McDonald’s to collect my last paycheck. I didn’t 

have enough money to make it to Kentucky. 

However, my paycheck was $2 more than the 

price of a ticket to my grandparents’ home in 

Maryland. Th ey agreed to take me in, and I got 

a job cleaning hotels.

I worked for a couple of years and started 

college in Kentucky three months shy of my 

21st birthday. I was four years older than 

most of my classmates. I felt out of place – 

they partied; I studied. I instinctively began 

to lie about my background just to make 

friends. But then I remembered what I  

learned in Boston: “Fitting in” isn’t all it’s 

cracked up to be. I had my own unique past, 

and I was proud of it. I’d been poor, and I was 

richer for it. I didn’t need to run.

Today, I live in Boston again, and I like it 

a lot better this time around. I’m a college 

graduate with a job at the Boston Globe and a 

roof over my head. And, yes, it might not be 

cool anymore – but I still have a soft spot in 

my heart for the New Kids on the Block.

TRUE STORY

Leslie Sampson works at the Boston Globe store 

and lives in Dorchester.
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637 East Broadway South Boston
www.indulgedayspaboston.com 

617.307.6345

waxing • skin & body care 
massage • hands & feet 

holistic & clinical therapies

products 

An invitation
to the treatment

you so richly deserve...
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floral design . marblehead, ma . 781.631.9483

SEW&VAC CENTER

280 Elm Street (Davis Square) Somerville    617-625-6668

Come buy from your local experts

New & Vintage
Sewing Machines

and
Vacuums
from $69

All Major Brands
Household & Industrial

www.singersewandvac.com

FREE training
on new

machines

SALES•PARTS•CLASSES

Know of a great volunteer opportunity?

Tell us about it!
Email gooddeeds@lolaboston.com.


